ASH PARISH COUNCIL



Prior to the Parish Council meeting, Cllr M Best, as Chair of Somerset Council presented the Somerset Council Service to the Community Chair’s Award to Jack Parker for his many years of dedicated service to the parish. 
This award is made in recognition of the work and positive contribution Jack has made  within the Village of Ash over many years including helping build and maintain the sports pavilion, supporting community events, volunteering regularly across the village, and leading the organisation of recent village fetes. 
His commitment, reliability, and generosity of spirit have made a lasting positive impact on our community. 
Many residents of Ash attended the presentation; refreshments were provided by Caz Halfhide from the Bell Inn.  We extend our warmest congratulations to Jack on this well-deserved honour.

         
									     			 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 01st December 2025 at Ash Pavillion @ 7.30pm

Present: Cllr S Davey, Chair, Caz Haflhide, Marysia Trebley, Tim Groves & Antoinette Groves. Cllr J Bailey & Z Bougourd, Clerk.
 
							     			 
1. Public Forum. One member of the public was present – noted that dog control by dog owners remains a problem within Millennium Wood – the sign noting that all dogs must be on a lead and requesting that owners clean up after their dog has been purchased and will be placed shortly.

2. Somerset Council, Councillor’s Report: December 2025. Cllr Bailey tabled the report, noted that Ash PC have now purchased two Speed Indicator Devices. Cllr Bailey requested that consideration be given to rotate devices with neighbouring Parishes. Cllr Trebley noted that she had visited Hillview School recently, staff are concerned that the speed limit immediately outside the school is 60mph, Cllr Bailey noted that the school comes under the Department of Education, not local Authorities. Funds are available through the school to implement speed restrictions; however this process will need to be considered through the relevant authority. Cllr Trebley requested that Cllr Bailey contact the school to discuss their concerns. Cllr Pearlstone may be the more appropriate contact. 

3. Apologies for absence. Cllrs A Britten & Z England sent apologies.

4. Declarations of Interest - none

5. To approve and sign Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 03rd November 2025. Cllr A Groves considered that the minutes were not correct and required amendment under reference 25/187 c. Agreed to amend minutes and present at the next PC meeting. Clerk noted that the minutes are sent out in draft form for comment/correction and requested that Cllrs make comments before the next meeting and before they are posted on the website at which point amendments become retrospective. 

6. Matters arising (other than those on the agenda)
a. Role Allocation & Responsibilities – agreed that the Clerk will send the list tabled at the last three PC meetings with a date for response after which the list will be confirmed.
b. Update re tree planting/orchard within play area at Recreation Ground. The trees, once delivered, will be planted according to seasonal conditions.
c. Grounds Maintenance/Lengthsman Contracts Cllr A Groves requested that Somerset Council be contacted and formally invited to provide a quotation for the grounds maintenance and lengthsman contracts. It was noted that the Clerk does not currently hold a suitable contact at Somerset Councial for the purpose and will therefore approach Cllr Bailey to see if he is able to assist in providing the relevant contact details or facilitating an introduction.
d. Millennium Wood - Dog control notice – this will be placed shortly. The wording for the sign on the reverse side of the access gate will be circulated by Cllr Davey. 
e. Newly consecrated Cemetery – update re fees/rules/regulations. Cllr Davey will circulate the relevant paperwork including wording for users of the cemetery
f. Notice Board door replacement. – The replacement door has been ordered – Cllr A Groves requested that the supplier provides installation information on delivery.
g. SID – locations. After discussion it was agreed to locate the two new devices at the entrance to Ash Village in appropriate locations. Cllr England will be asked to install the devices. Cllr A Groves requested that the PC insures be advised of the extra road furniture. It was also agreed not to move the devices unless they do not operate correctly due to adjacent foliage. 

7. Finance: 
a. To approve and sign the Bank statements – November 2025 to date – approved and signed
b. To approve and minute payment requests. It was agreed that the invoices for the new doors be held until the doors are correctly installed, the kitchen door is a fire door and may not have the correct handle, the double door is “sticking” and needs adjustment. It was also agreed that the invoice for fitting the doors also be held, there is more installation work required on the kitchen door. Cllr Davey will contact Cllr Britten. Once work is completed, the invoices will be settled in full. Cllr T Groves noted the increase in cost since the first quote which was over a year ago, Cllr A Groves noted that the matter should have been dealt with through the Clerk – the matter predates the current Clerk. Increase in cost considered acceptable given the time lapse.
c. To approve and sign bank reconciliations November 2025 to date – approved and signed.

8. Planning: Link to SCP: 25/02711/HOU | Erection of two storey side extension | 87 Main Street Ash Martock Somerset TA12 6PB
a. Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension
Location: 87 Main Street Martock Somerset. TA12 6PB
Applicant: Mr Jamie Paddock
Application type: Householder Application 
Application number: 25/02711/HOU
	No comment- the PC considered this to be an acceptable improvement to the property. 


9 Fence bordering Recreation Ground – access requests. Noted that recent access requests have been resolved satisfactorily. 

10 Cemetery Hedge – to consider work to reduce hedge height and costs. Cllrs A & T Groves noted that the hedge should have been kept at a lower height and should not require this amount of work. Cllr Davey will speak to the contractor. 

11 Note grant from Ash & Martock Nature  “Act to Adapt” (£200). Grant noted.

12 Highway Sign– update re proposed location & inclusion of “Welcome to Ash” on reverse side (April 2026). Cllr A Groves is dealing with this matter and will revert in due course.

13 Request for funding – Octogon Theatre. The proposed contribution for the precept band Ash comes under is considered disproportionate – the suggested amount is £25,000 which is 50% of the total budget for Ash Parish. No contribution will be made.

14 Reports to note: 

a. Changes to Lloyds Bank Account terms – Community Account from Jan 2026
b. SC Notices re Election costs.
c. Proposed new division boundaries for Somerset Council.
   


Payments for Authorisation: 

	01/12/25
	Replacement doors(double & kitchen)
	£4288.98

	01/12/25
	Doors fitting(D Munster)
	£600.00

	01/12/25
	Fireline (service)
	£90.18

	01/12/25
	Amazon/office supplies
	£11.68







Signed:…………………………………………………….Date: …………………………………………………….


Clerk to the Council: Zannette Bougourd. Tel: 01935571050 
Email: clerk@ash-somerset-pc.gov.uk

