ASH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026 @ 7pm, Ash Pavillion, Ash.

Present: Cllr S Davey, Chair, C Halfhide, T Groves, Z England, M Trebley. Clerk Z Bougourd.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the council expressed their sincere condolences to Cllrs Antoinette Groves & Tim Groves on the recent death of Derek Groves. Derek was a valued member of the community and contributed to many activities and services within the Village over many years. 
           		  			 
     			 
26/1    	Public Forum – no members of the public were present. 

26/2 	   Somerset Council, Councillor’s Report: April 2026 – no report was available

26/3	Apologies for absence. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr A Groves & Cllr      Britten.

26/4	   Declarations of Interest – none declared.

26/5  To approve and sign Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 02nd March 2026. Approved and signed. 

26/7	   Matters arising (other than those on the agenda)
a. Newly consecrated Cemetery – update re fees/rules/regulations. Awaiting meeting of working party to confirm wording.
b. SID – Two units are awaiting installation. Cllr England will contact Cllrs to progress this matter
c. Notice Board door replacement – door is stored at The Bell Inn – clerk to contact lengthsman to arrange installation. 

26/8 Finance: 
d. To approve and sign the Bank statements – March 2026 to date- approved and signed
e. To approve and minute payment requests. See Appendix A – Approved and signed
f. To approve and sign bank reconciliations February 2026 to date – approved and signed
g. Approve asset list March 2026 – approved with the addition of two SIDs.
h. Sign off year end accounts  - approved and signed. 
i. Complete AGAR Section 1&2 – completed and signed. 
j. Reserve funds – allocation of reserves approved. Clerk to research deposit accounts with alternative Banks. Noted that the VAT claim for the last financial year has been filed – funds will be allocated to play equipment reserve when received. 

26/9  Village Fete – Permission to hold event on 20/06/26 and request risk assessment. Cllr Halfhide noted that the   
 	                        Fete will broadly follow previous event formats. A risk assessment will be tabled following a meeting of 
                         the relevant working party.

26/10  To consider quote/report re playground equipment. Cllr Trebley had met with a play equipment supplier representative and tabled an initial quote. The current reserve allocation fund for play equipment is just under 5K. After discussion it was agreed that Cllr Trebley will liaise with Cllr T Groves to discuss suitable new equipment. Noted that there is currently no provision for disabled access to use any equipment, suggested that a wheelchair friendly swing/roundabout be installed, also provision for children aged 2-6 is currently limited. Cllr Davey will ask the lengthsman to remove one item of equipment that is considered unsafe.

26/11 Maintenance & update re community defibrillators. A recent check on the community defibrillators showed  
            that two were not operational and the Clerk had purchased & installed replacement pads and batteries. All 
            units are now fully operational. Cllr T Groves advised that Cllr A Groves has all the records and information     
     regarding the maintenance.   Cllr T Groves advised that the Clerk should contact Cllr A Groves to discuss
      future  maintenance.   

26/12  Note report from Playground Company – report was noted.
    
26/13   Standing Items:   
i. Parish Matters – reports- no reports tabled.

The Council is recommended to resolve that under section 1, paragraph 2 of The Public Bodies
(admission to meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

	  26/14 Parish Council Matters - website: To consider quotes to commission a dedicated Parish Council website.  		                                            Quote: Parish Online
            		Quote: My Parish Council
Both quotes were considered and Cllr S Davey will contact myparishcouncil and report back to the PC. Emails will not be affected by the change – they are all gov.uk and AGAR Assertion 10 compliant.


26/15  To consider increase of Clerks contracted hours, currently 7 hours per week, due to increased workload  
             requested increase to 10 hours per week. Proposed by Cllr S Davey – seconded by Cllr C Halfhide. Approved. 

26/16 Late item: Planning Application at Magnolia Barn: Late item: Noted and no objections – Clerk will reply to SC planning.


26/16  Date of next meeting: Date confirmed.

· Annual Parish Meeting 18th May 7pm @ Ash Pavillion.
· Annual Parish Council Meeting immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting.
Clerk to the Council: Zannette Bougourd. Tel: 01935571050 
Email: clerk@ash-somerset-pc.gov.uk

