Appendix A — Chair’s report 2025- 2026

This year the Parish Council has worked hard to continue to administer the parish as
economically as possible on behalf of all our residents, and yet again we believe that we
have left it in a financially secure and well run condition. In the face of pointless wars and
financial crises we have managed to only increase the Parish Precept by less than inflation.
This is despite the financial issues being experienced by Somerset Council, which will have
a knock on effect on our finances.

The Councillors, who are all volunteers, have worked tirelessly to make this Parish a better
place, and | thank them for that. Unfortunately, though, | do have to report the resignation
of Alan Britten from the PC, so would especially like to thank him for his time with us. This
is a real shame as | am not the only one who thinks that he would have made a fantastic
Chair.

In the coming year we have plans to continue to improve accessibility in Parish facilities,
improve the recreation ground and pavilion and also to take measures to improve road
safety.

Even though we are subject to increasing red tape from central government, our Clerk,
Zannette, continues to keep us on the straight and narrow, and in ensuring our continued
compliance with all of the regulations we have to adhere to. Many thanks to her for the
continued support.

The Parish continues to look fantastic, and punches well above its weight in many areas, in
no small part thanks to the work of the Millennium Woods Group, Ash in Bloom and Ryan
Evis who maintains all of the public areas.

This summer will also see another Ash Fete, organised by the Ash Parish Fete Planning
Group. It is heartening to see that a call for more volunteers has seen many more people
step forward to ensure the continued success of the hopefully annual event.

| have mentioned the dependence that the Parish has on volunteers before; without them
Ash Parish would not be such a good place to live. Thanking them is the easy part; joining
them is something that we should all aspire to.



